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INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to the Year 9/10 Subject Selection Guide for 2020.  
 
The Year 9 and 10 program is modelled on a common core curriculum with student options. This program 
enables each student to experience a clear scope and sequence in their learning, ensuring they develop a 
breadth of knowledge and foundational skills in key learning areas while supporting implementation of the new 
Victorian Curriculum 
 
We encourage students to consider their time in Year 9 and 10 as an opportunity to develop essential 
learnings and sample a number of studies which will assist them to make informed choices when planning 
their courses at senior level. 
 
The subject selection progress has been developed for students to consider a two-year approach towards 
Year 9 and 10. We hope this Subject Selection Guide will assist families in the process. 
 
TIMELINE FOR 2019 SUBJECT SELECTIONS 
 
Information for current Year 8 and 9 students. 
 

Term 3 

Week 2 Wednesday 31st 
July (7.00pm) 

Year 9-12 Subject Selection Information Evening (Chapel). Subject Selection 
sheets will be available for students to complete. 

Week 3 Friday 9th August 
(4.00pm) 

All Subject Selection forms will need to be completed and returned to the senior 
campus Front Office by 4.00pm 

Week 5 Wednesday 28th 
August 

Year 9 into 10 interviews commence for VET, VCE extension and alternative 
pathways. 

Week 9 Friday 14th 
September 

Students will receive confirmation of their subjects for 2019 from the college. 

  
TIMETABLE STRUCTURE 
  
As a learning community, we seek to support students to develop a regular approach towards their studies 
through providing a timetable which enables regular contact with their subject teachers. 
  
Good Shepherd College runs a weekly timetable. Each period is 50 minutes in length and there are 30 
periods per week. 
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YEAR 9/10  
 
Students undertake studies in nine key learning areas. 
  

Core Subjects 

Religion & Society (VCE Unit 1 or 2) 2 x 50 minute periods per week 

English 5 x 50 minute periods per week 

Mathematics 5 x 50 minute periods per week 

Science 4 x 50 minute periods per week 

Humanities (inc. History & Geography) 4 x 50 minute periods per week 

Health & Physical Education Physical Education 2 x 50 minute periods per week 

  Health 1 x 50 minute period per week  

Careers 1 x 50 minute period per week  
 
1 week of work experience in year 10 (Last week of Term 1) 

Elective Subjects 

The Arts - Music YEAR 9 
Choose 3 subjects 2 x 50 minute periods per week each 
 
YEAR 10  
Choose 3 subjects 2 x 50 minute periods per week each OR 
1 VCE subject (VSV or face to face) or Certificate III course 
 
 

The Arts – Visual Arts 

The Arts - Drama 

Technology – Food Technology 

Technology - IT/STEM 

Technology – Design (Woodwork) 

Technology - Design (Textiles) 

Science - Agriculture 

Outdoor Education - Unit 1 & 2 This would be chosen instead of electives  - Year 10 only 
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In addition, students also participate in additional activities. 
  

Additional Activities 

Pastoral Care 5 x 25 minute periods per week 

Chapel / Assembly 1 x 50 minute period per week 

  
 
Foundation VCAL 
 
In 2020, Good Shepherd College may be offering Foundation VCAL to selected year 10 students. 
The Foundation level is generally offered to young people who have learning, social and/or emotional 
difficulties or who have had trouble coping with the traditional education system. 

Foundation VCAL offers students a chance to experience a range of vocational and skills development which 
will assist with basic living skills and employment. 

There are 4 main areas of study: 

● Literacy and Numeracy 
● Personal Development Skills 
● Work Related Skills 
● Industry Specific Skills 

The range of VET options for industry specific skills can include automotive, engineering, information 
technology, hospitality, retail, horticulture, hairdressing, child care, sport and recreation, art and craft and a 
variety of trades including plastering, tile-laying, glass and glazing and painting and decorating. 

The Work Related Skills strand offers students the opportunity to undertake a structured work placement, 
part-time work, work experience, volunteer work or an Australian School-based Apprenticeship. 
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STANDARDS BASED UNITS OF STUDY 
  
The units of work taught in each key learning area are based on the Victorian Curriculum F-Year 10. These 
standards identify what is important for students to achieve at different stages of their schooling, set standards 
for those achievements and provide a clear basis for reporting to parents and for planning programs. 
Classroom program plans have been developed around these standards. 
  
HOME STUDY AND HOMEWORK 
  
Good Shepherd College views the setting and completing of home study as an important part of the education 
process. It reinforces and enriches the curriculum, encourages excellence, develops organisational and time 
management skills and the capacity to assume self-responsibility for learning. 
  
Home study encompasses a wide range of tasks including vocabulary development, test preparation, 
completion of set work, assignments, revision, pre-reading and wider reading. 
  
For students’ in Year 9 and 10, the expectation is a minimum of two hours of homework and study Monday to 
Thursday nights plus two hours over the weekend. 
 
SUBJECT SELECTION 
  
Student selection of subjects is an important process and students should only select those subjects that they 
are adequately equipped to deal with. 
  
Students ability to undertake subjects needs to be based on their performance in various subjects in the year 
of their selection. Some subjects may require a prerequisite (such as currently studying a musical instrument) 
before being able to undertake. 
  
Student subject selections will be examined by the Director of Learning to ensure that the subject selection 
process in being adhered to. 
  
If a student and/or their family wish to appeal, they will need to notify the Principal and outline their reasons to 
support the application. This will need to include demonstrating the student’s ability to adequately deal with a 
subject, despite not meeting the recommended prerequisite or level of achievement. 
  
The decision to uphold the appeal or not will be made by the Principal. 
  
  

 
 

Version: 1.1 Introduced: 2/6/2018 Authoriser: Principal Updated: 24/7/2018 Page: 5 
Printed copies are not controlled 

 



 

Year 9-10 Subject Selection Handbook 2020 
Good Shepherd College 

 

STUDENT PROMOTION 
  
On occasions, students may not achieve the standard required for their promotion to the next year level. 
There may be many reasons for this and each case must be viewed as an individual case. 
  
This does not refer to students who have learning needs, as their progress within the curriculum is monitored 
and refined by individual learning plans established and overseen by teachers. 
  
Successful completion for a student to be promoted to the following year include: 

➔ satisfactory progress in their studies as indicated by semester and interim reports 
➔ set class work, homework and assessment tasks or a negotiated redemptive task are completed 
➔ work habits are satisfactory as indicated by semester and interim reports 
➔ attendance at classes is sufficient to complete work, which would normally equate to 90% of 

scheduled classes 
  

When there is a risk of a student not fulfilling the requirements: 
➔ parents will be contacted by the Pastoral Care teacher to discuss concerns 
➔ continued progress of the student will be monitored for an agreed time 
➔ conditional promotion to be based on compliance with conditions concerning behaviour and level of 

commitment to study 
➔ failure to meet the agreed conditions in the set time frame may result in a student unable to be 

promoted 
➔ the final decision not to promote a student will be made by the Principal 

  
STUDENT ACCELERATION (Year 10’s only) 
  
In some circumstances it is possible for students to undertake a senior study (VCE or VET) as part of their 
Year 10 program. 
  
To be considered for acceleration a student must have: 

➔ demonstrated a high level of ability across their subjects and a diligent approach towards study 
➔ undertaken careers advice and pathway planning to ensure choices will complement future career 

aspirations 
  
Students wishing to study an accelerated subject (VCE Units 1 & 2) may have some further negotiation 
available within their timetable pending their pathway plan and discussions with the Principal. Students who 
nominate to study an accelerated subject will be interviewed. Only in exceptional circumstances will a student 
be permitted to undertake more than one accelerated subject sequence. Accelerated studies will replace 
students rotational options. 
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 VISUAL ARTS (The Arts) 
  
Rationale 
Visual Art is becoming a bigger part of our world. 
More technology is used in the production of art 
and visual communication which requires 
traditional art skills. 
  
Outline 
This course is an ideal study for students to 
develop their general art and design skills. 
Students will explore different media, both 
traditional and technical, in the production of 
drawings, artwork and print media. 
  
Skill Development 
Students undertaking this study will gain skills in 
computer graphics and design as well as the 
production and presentation of art. 
  
Assessment 
Students will explore a range of graphic and art 
forms and have choice over the type and extent of 
work they submit into their folder. Students are 
assessed on their practical skills as applied to an 
annotated folio. 
  
Future Pathway 
This subject is designed to prepare students for 
VCE Studio Art. 
 
  

MUSIC (The Arts) 
  
Rationale 
Students develop a deepened understanding and 
use of music concepts and languages, practices, 
technologies and techniques in their music making. 
  
Outline 
In this unit, students focus on the composition skills 
and knowledge of the various styles of music. They 
learn to use music technology and to develop their 
composition, performance and aural skills. 
  
Students taking music are required to be learning a 
musical instrument or voice. Participation in the 
chapel band and music ensembles is required. 
  
Skill Development 
Students in this subject gain skills in performance, 
working in a group setting, music appreciation and 
the capacity to create new music. 
  
Assessment 
Student assessment activities include composition, 
performances and ensemble participation. 
  
Future Pathway 
This subject is designed to prepare students for 
VCE Music. 
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY (Technology) 
  
Rationale 
Student attitudes and behaviour regarding healthy 
living can be influenced by providing students with 
opportunities to learn about where their food 
comes from, how it is produced, and how they can 
prepare it. 
  
Outline 
Students are given a design brief to solve 
problems on relevant issues including menu 
planning, nutritional considerations and cost 
constraints. New products and technologies within 
the food industry in Australia, including those 
needed for special dietary needs are investigated. 
This practical, student directed unit of study allows 
for choice and imagination in product selection. 
  
Skill Development 
Students develop skills in how to apply knowledge 
of the characteristics and the scientific and sensory 
principles of food, along with the nutrition principles 
to selection and prepare food. 
  
Assessment 
Students 
  
Future Pathway 
This subject is designed to prepare students for 
VCE Food Technology or Certificate III in 
Hospitality. 
  
 
 
  

WOODWORK (Technology) 
  
Rationale 
In an increasingly technological and complex 
world, it is important students develop knowledge 
and confidence to critically analyse and respond 
creatively to design challenges. Technologies can 
play a crucial role in both enriching and 
transforming societies, and in the management of 
natural and constructed environments. 
  
Outline 
Students attend the Hamilton District Skills Centre 
(HDSC) to develop skills in construction, 
specifically in the area of woodwork. Students 
learn the design, make, appraise process and take 
on a personal project for construction under the 
direction of Hamilton District Skills Centre staff. 
  
Skill Development 
Students develop a design brief to clarify the 
project task and define the needs to be addressed, 
or opportunity to be explored. After some analysis, 
investigation and research, the design brief will 
identify intended users, criteria for success, 
constraints, available resources, and a timeframe 
for the project. 
  
Assessment 
Students will undertake a range of small skills 
projects before undertaking a larger personal 
project to construct. 
  
Future Pathway 
This subject is designed to prepare students for 
Certificate III in Construction or school-based 
apprentices across a number of fields. 
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Outdoor Education and Environmental 
Studies (Unit 1 and 2) 
  
Rationale 
Outdoor Education and Environmental studies Unit 
1 and 2 looks at exploring outdoor experiences and 
human impact on outdoor environments 
  
Outline 
This is a largely practical subject with 1 major 
camp for each unit and minor day excursions 
  
Skill Development 
Students acquire a deep knowledge and 
understanding of the motivation and for and 
influences of seeking outdoor experiences. 
Students study how humans impact the outdoor 
environment 
  
Assessment 
Students produce a journal or report demonstrating 
links between theoretical content and practical 
experiences 
 
  
Future Pathway 
This subject is designed to prepare students for 
VCE PE, Unit 3 and 4 Outdoor Education and/or 
working in the Health, Environmental Science or 
Physical Education Industries.  
 
 
  

AGRICULTURE (Science) 
  
Rationale 
Australia is reliant on its primary industries. The 
sustainable management of Australia’s finite land 
and water resources is vital for the continued 
production and supply of food and fibre to local, 
national and global markets. Agriculture provides 
opportunities for students to experience and 
understand these primary industries. 
  
Outline 
Students consider business opportunities and 
financial aspects, and growth and production of 
plants and animals. They use appropriate 
production skills, plan and use resources 
sustainably, and evaluate and report on the 
progress of the small business. 
  
Skill Development 
Students develop practical skills in maintaining 
animal and plant production, practical literacy and 
numeracy skills within the area of agriculture and 
research the latest technological innovations within 
the field of agriculture. 
  
Assessment 
Assessment tasks for this unit include, multimedia 
presentations, tests (short answer, open book), 
short written reports (including case study report 
where appropriate), practical demonstrations, 
production plan, costing, production records, 
including visual material, evaluation report and 
media responses. 
  
Future Pathway 
This subject is designed to prepare students for 
VCE Agriculture or Certificate II, III and IV in 
Agriculture. 
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STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics)/Information Technology 
  
Rationale 
STEM is important because it pervades every part 
of our lives. Science is everywhere in the world 
around us. Technology is continuously expanding 
into every aspect of our lives. Engineering is the 
basic designs of roads and bridges, but also 
tackles the challenges of changing global weather 
and environmentally-friendly changes to our home. 
Mathematics is in every occupation, every activity 
we do in our lives. By exposing students to STEM 
and giving them opportunities to explore 
STEM-related concepts, they will develop a 
passion for it and hopefully pursue a job in a STEM 
field.  
The Digital Technologies curriculum enables 
students to become confident and creative 
developers of digital solutions through the 
application of information systems and specific 
ways of thinking about problem solving. 
  
Outline 
Students will explore aerodynamics, the principles 
of flight, coding, drones, solar panels and 
electronics. 
Students use a variety of digital devices and 
software to solve complex problems. They develop 
game designs, use computer aided design 
software, manipulate graphics and use basic 
coding skills. 
  
Skill Development 
Students develop practical skills in using a range of 
strategies to solve problems, persistence when 
faced with challenges and using measurement and 
accuracy to solve complex issues.  
  
Assessment 
Assessment tasks for this unit include undertaking 
the design, make and appraise process to solve 

complex problems. This might include coding a 
robot through a maze, building a straw rocket to 
travel a certain distance or designing a balsa wood 
glider to complete a certain flight path. 
Students may explore a range of graphic and art 
forms and have choice over the type and extent of 
work they submit into their folder. Students are 
assessed on their practical skills as applied to an 
annotated folio. 
  
Future Pathway 
This subject is designed to prepare students for 
Physics, Maths or Certificate II in Engineering. 
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The Arts - Drama 
  
Rationale 
As they make and respond to drama, students 
develop the skills to explore meaning and 
interpretation, forms and elements and how drama 
can influence and challenge others. 
   
Outline 
Students perform devised and scripted drama in 
different forms, styles and performance spaces. 
They plan, direct, produce, rehearse and refine 
performances. They select and use the elements 
of drama, narrative and structure in directing and 
acting and apply stagecraft. They use performance 
and expressive skills to convey dramatic action 
and meaning. 
Students analyse the elements of drama, forms 
and performance styles and evaluate meaning and 
aesthetic effect in drama they devise, interpret, 
perform and view. They use experiences of drama 
practices from different cultures, places and times 
to evaluate drama. 
  
Skill Development 
Students acquire a deep knowledge and 
understanding of how ideologies and beliefs can 
be challenged through performance. 
  
Assessment 
Students produce a number of performance pieces 
for various audiences. 
 
  
Future Pathway 
This subject is designed to prepare students for 
VCE Drama. 
 
 
 
 
 

Technology - Textiles 
  
Rationale 
In an increasingly technological and complex 
world, it is important students develop knowledge 
and confidence to critically analyse and respond 
creatively to design challenges. Technologies can 
play a crucial role in both enriching and 
transforming societies, and in the management of 
natural and constructed environments. 
   
Outline 
Students learn the design, make, appraise process 
and take on a personal project for construction 
using a variety of textile media. 
They will learn the skill of using a sewing machine 
to construct a product. 
  
Skill Development 
Students develop a design brief to clarify the 
project task and define the needs to be addressed, 
or opportunity to be explored. After some analysis, 
investigation and research, the design brief will 
identify intended users, criteria for success, 
constraints, available resources, and a timeframe 
for the project. 
 
  
Assessment 
Students will undertake a range of small skills 
projects before undertaking a larger personal 
project to construct. 
 
  
Future Pathway 
This subject is designed to prepare students for 
VCE Studio Art.  
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(YEAR 10’s ONLY) 
VCE and CERTIFICATE OPTIONS 
 
Please consult the Year 11/12 Subject Selection 
Handbook for details regarding subject and course 
options. Some options over the page.  
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OPTION 2 - VCE  

Please select one subject you are choosing to 
study for the full year. 
You must choose a subject by ticking the 
subject box⬜. 

❏ VCE Business Management (1/2) 

❏ VCE Outdoor Education (1/2) 

❏ VCE Legal Studies (1/2) 

❏ VCE Psychology (1/2) 

❏ VCE Media Studies (1/2) 

❏ VCE Classical Studies (1/2) 

❏ VCE Physics (1/2) 

❏ VCE Geography (1/2) 

❏ VCE History (1/2) 

❏ VCE Economics (1/2) 

❏ VCE Health & Human Develop. (1/2) 

 
NOTE: There are other VCE subjects that you are able 
to choose. Please consult the Year 11/12 Subject 
Selection Handbook. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OPTION 2 - CERTIFICATE COURSES 

Please select one subject you are choosing to 
study for the full year. 
You must choose a subject by ticking the 
subject box⬜. 

❏ VET - Cert II Agriculture 

❏ VET - Cert II Automotive 

❏ VET - Cert II Hairdressing 

❏ VET - Cert II Creative Industries 

❏ VET - Cert II Hospitality 

❏ VET - Cert II Building & Const. 

❏ VET - Cert II Sport & Rec 

❏ VET - Cert II Engineering 

❏ VET - Cert II Hair & Beauty 

❏ VET - Cert III Christian Ministry 

 
 

OPTION 2 - Foundation VCAL 

Please select this box if you would like to be 
considered for Foundation VCAL in 2020 
You must choose a subject by ticking the 
subject box⬜. 

❏ Foundation VCAL 
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